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Greetings,  

A new calendar year has started providing us with 
opportunities for hope and a new chapter in our nation’s 
history.  

No matter what your current teaching situation - whether in-
person, hybrid, or totally virtual - may you continue to find 
moments of joy amidst the chaos, as well as time for self-care. 

In this month’s digest, be sure to check out the exciting news 
about this year’s NYSSSA - Media Arts program.  This annual 
event will continue to be held virtually this summer and FREE of 
charge to accepted students.  Also, check out the various film 
and photography opportunities available to your students; not 
to mention submitting news and student work from the various 
Media Arts Shows happening across the state this Spring. 

Also, don’t forget our “Student Spotlight”!  Have your student’s 
media artwork showcased on the cover of one of our monthly 
news digests.  See the back section of this month’s issue for 
more information. 

SHOW YOUR COLLEAGUES WHAT CREATIVE AND 
INNOVATIVE WORK YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS ARE 
DOING DURING THIS PANDEMIC.  You just might make a 
difference in someone’s life… 

May you and your loved ones continue to stay safe, healthy, 

Flip flops and fur, 2020                                     Samantha Citarell                         

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

mailto:stephen.honicki.nysmata@gmail.com
mailto:stephen.honicki.nysmata@gmail.com
mailto:robyn.talbot@gmail.com
mailto:tsutton@woodstockdayschool.org
mailto:cabate@mtplcsd.org
mailto:ERandell@tona.wnyric.org
mailto:mjwitsch@optonline.net
mailto:ddhodges@gmail.com


PAOFK%KN@FR@%GEWAN%FD@ANWFAM%/%RKP%GF@KNALL
B"2%)')%="5%G"%1H"57%I6"(07$567'(G<%="5$%F8"7"G$1F80J%

0**$#4$657'7-("65.$)&'5)($27#)$:(7#$",$&,$'5)$#7#),'$&3)"$7($"$1)**$'579-5'$79'$27,2)6'<$

K817%)"%="5%2'08%7"%166"9F#'08%'(%="5$%F8"7"G$1F80J%"

A,$#4$657'7-("65.$&$1&.5$'7$"227#6*&.5$"$.6"(B$&,$.7#)7,)<$A$1",'$6)76*)$'7$*77B$"'$#4$6&2'9().$",3$
:))*$.7#)$.7('$7:$1"4/$A$1",'$'5)#$'7$.'"('$9.&,-$'5)&($71,$&#"-&,"'&7,$",3$".B$M9).'&7,.<$

&30')30%F8"7"G$1F8=L%1$3%783$3%1(=%"783$%1$7%)'06'F#'(30%7817%="5%1$3%167'M3#=%'(M"#M3)%2'78J%"

0*7,-$1&'5$657'7-("654/$A$*78)$'5)$29*&,"(4$"('.J$A$),@74$277B&,-$",3$?"B&,-$:773$:7($#4.)*:$",3$#4$
:"#&*4<$

B"2%810%783%!NOC>PQR%F1()39'6%681##3(G3)%"$%681(G3)%="5$%2"$:%10%1(%1$7'07J%"

F5)$%NOAP>QR$6",3)#&2$25"**),-)3$7($25",-)3$#4$17(B$".$",$"('&.'$?4$:7(2&,-$#4.)*:$'7$&#6(78)$
#4$S57'7.576$.B&**.<$&$.6),'$"$*7'$7:$'&#)$)3&'&,-$",3$*)"(,&,-$,)1$'5&,-.$7,$#4$27#69')($15&25$&$
,71$&,')-("')$&,$#4$"('<$

K817%)"%="5%033%10%="5$%G$317%166"9F#'0893(7S0T%7850%41$%'(%="5$%#'43J%"

A$'5&,B$#4$-()"').'$"227#6*&.5#),'.$.7$:"($&,$#4$*&:)$5"8)$'7$?)$#4$!257*".'&2$+7*3$",3$!&*8)($T)4$
"1"(3.<$+)''&,-$'5).)$"1"(3.$1".$15),$A$:)*'$#7.'$27,:&3),'$",3$6(793$7:$#4$"('$B,71&,-$
.7#)'5&,-$A$2()"')3$'7925)3$.7#)7,)$".$#925$".$&'$'7925)3$#)<$

#CE%KNA%KN@FR@R%@CK@%FDRBFNA%JEQX%$
$
F5)$"('&.'.$'5"'$&,.6&()$#)$"()$#4$.&.')(/$#7#$",3$-(",3:"'5)($157$"()$"*.7$"#"U&,-$657'7-("65)(.<$

/3##%93%0"9378'(G%CU)%H3%05$F$'03)%7"%:("2%1H"57%="5J%"

A$7,2)$1),'$'7$%","3"$:7($"$15766&,-$VW$#&,9').J$

E4$,"#)$&.$!"#$%&'"()**$",3$A;#$:(7#$'5)$K93.7,$O"**)4J$A;#$"$X(3$-),)("'&7,$657'7-("65)($.'"('&,-$
1&'5$#4$+(",36"$371,$'7$#4$E7#$",3$,71$#4$7*3)($.&.')($",3$A<$E4$:&(.'$657'7-("654$2*"..$1".$"$
1))B$*7,-$.9##)($2"#6$&,$Y($K&-5$1&'5$E.<$F"*?7'$",3$A$1".$7::&2&"**4$577B)3<$=71$?)&,-$"$.),&7($
&,$5&-5$.2577*$A$5"8)$27,'&,9)3$'"B&,-$657'7-("654$2*"..).$'5"'$5"8)$5)*6)3$#)$-(71/$*)"(,$,)1$
.B&**.$",3$#))'$:(&),3.<$N,)$7:$#4$:"87(&')$'5&,-.$A;8)$*)"(,)3$&.$#"B&,-$27*7($&,:("()3.$&,$
S57'7.576G$15&25$"33.$"$?)"9'&:9*$6&,B$-*71$-&8&,-$6&2'9().$"$:"&(4'"*)$:))*<$=)C'$4)"($AZ#$6*",,&,-$
7,$-7&,-$'7$27**)-)$1&'5$"$E"@7($&,$%7##9,&2"'&7,.$",3$"$E&,7($&,$S57'7-("654$576&,-$'7$&,')-("')$
#4$6"..&7,$1&'5$#4$17(B<$N8)($'5)$6".'$:)1$4)"(.$A$5"8)$5"3$'5)$"#"U&,-$7667('9,&'4$7:$()2)&8&,-$
#",4$657'7-("654$"1"(3.$&,2*93&,-$.&C$!257*".'&2$0('$+7*3$[$!&*8)($T)4./$.&C$\C)#6*"(4$E)3&"$0('.$
"1"(3.$:(7#$=D!E0F0/$$".$1)**$*",3&,-$.67'.$&,$@9(&)3$)C5&?&'&7,.$"'$'5)$P()C)*$%7**)-)$0('$
\C5&?&'&7,$",3$'5)$0('$\::)2'$]))*$\C67.9()$27#6)'&'&7,<$%"6'9(&,-$?)"9'&:9*$#7#),'.$&.$&,2()3&?*4$
.6)2&"*$'7$#)$",3$AZ#$.7$-("'):9*$'7$?)$"?*)$'7$.5"()$#4$"('$",3$5"8)$&'$'7925$7'5)(.<$A$279*3,Z'$5"8)$
37,)$",4$7:$'5&.$1&'579'$#4$657'7$')"25)(.$E.<%"'922&$",3$E.<F"*?7'/$#4$:"#&*4$",3$#4$'"*),')3$
2*"..#"').<$A:$479$"()$&,')().')3$&,$:7**71&,-$#4$@79(,)4/$25)2B$79'$#4$657'7-("654$A,.'"-("#$
^2&'"()**$'7$.))$15)()$#4$2"#)("$'"B).$#)$,)C'J$$



media artist cover artist - sam citadel

Goats, 2020



media artist cover artist - sam citarell

Utopia, 2020

Liv, 2020



Where’s My Mind?, 2020                                              
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THE SCHOOL OF MEDIA ARTS will include a 5-week long series of consecutive live-streamed 
meetings and asynchronous screenings / workshops on the tools, techniques, and critical concepts of 
multi-disciplinary media arts, including animation, sound art, 16mm handmade films, video and 
photography. In contrast to the in-person Media Arts program – the virtual summer program marries 
these disciplines into one multi-media, multi-disciplinary media arts class. 

This pedagogical approach builds on the 2020 virtual version of the program and provides students 
with the opportunity to investigate new mediums and explore the ways that media arts practice is not 
fixed in any singular medium or concept. Media artists often work with questions of visual composition 
in animation, photography and film/video, and take into consideration how sound can articulate 
images or story, and vice versa. 

Working together as one class creates a sense of community so important to the online learning 
environment. The program is founded on the ideas that students make work and explore the creative 
and technical elements of media arts in a serious and inclusive environment. The summer 2021 
program is FREE of charge and open to any current New York State high school student. 
Tentative dates are June 28 - July 30, 2021. 

In addition to creating original projects through workshops, students are exposed to a wide range of 
media art discourse through critiques, lectures and screenings, and virtual Visiting Artists. These 
experiences are invariably reflected in the sophisticated work that the students complete at NYSSSA. 

The online program is designed to give students space to grow artistically, make meaningful 
connections with new people and complex ideas, and prepare singular portfolios that stand out for 
their range and depth of work. The summer program culminates in a virtual Final Show that can be 
shared with family, friends, teachers and the state-wide and national media arts community. 

<'3)*0-%$*11"3%6768



student opportunity - new york state summer school of the arts - media arts

The summer 2021 program is tuition-free. All applicants will be considered. Although not required, 
students are encouraged to commit to the program once they are accepted. 

Watch the 2020 Virtual Media Arts Final Show Reel here: https://vimeo.com/457921806 
 
For additional information on the 2021 NYSSSA Media Arts program, please email:  
nysssamediaarts@gmail.com (Artistic Director Ghen Dennis) 
 
For further information and applications, visit: 
 
http://www.oce.nysed.gov/nysssa 

About the School of Media Arts 

Our goal is to develop each student’s creative process. All students work on the creation of personal, 
meaningful, increasingly complex artistic statements. We are interested in ideas, curiosity, discovery, 
critique, and the discipline of engaged creative exploration. 

With extensive viewings and discussions of work, each class includes a strong foundation in the history of its 
medium. All classes teach fundamental, formal, esthetic principals.  Classes also involve extensive teaching 
of the technical skills associated with each individual discipline.The first 2 1/2 weeks are generally spent 
learning foundations, history, technical skills, and completing assigned exercises.  The last week and ½ is 
spent developing and finishing individual final projects. 

Free your imagination and be part of an inspiring adventure in the cutting-edge fields of video, filmmaking, 
photography, electronic sound art, or computer graphic arts in the School of Media Arts.  We will require 
your intense focus, motivation, and commitment in this program. Your reward will be exciting and 
challenging classes, work sessions, critiques, lectures, field trips, and presentations by visiting artists. 

While the curriculum stresses creative production, it is not exclusively goal-oriented. Exploration, 
experimentation, and discovery are key elements. The process - an awareness of the avenues of discovery 
and stimulating detours - is as important as product. 

Ghen Zando Dennis, a nationally known media artist, is the Artistic Director of the School. She has 
assembled an outstanding faculty for the program. 

Click here for course descriptions. 

https://vimeo.com/457921806
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NYSMATA event - regional media arts shows & festivals

HOW IS YOUR REGION PREPARING FOR THIS YEAR’S 
MEDIA ARTS SHOWS / FESTIVAL IN YOUR REGION?

Check out the “Virtual” Capital Region’s Media Arts Festival 
(hosted by Niskayuna High School) from 2020. 

https://mediaartsfestival2020.weebly.com/ 

Website constructed by  
Stephanie Palazeke 

(Niskayuna High School)

With the pandemic changing the way instruction is delivered, how is your REGION 
celebrating the media art works from your students?   

• Is your region doing a live virtual event or just a view-only website? 
• Are you having a keynote speaker? 
• How are you planning on adjudicating your students’ media artworks? 
• Will you have a virtual awards ceremony? 
• What other creative ways has your region developed to continue this annual event? 

Please share your thoughts with Co-Presidents: 

Stephen Honicki 
stephen.honicki.nysmata@gmail.com 

OR 
Robyn Talbot 

robyn.talbot@wcsdny.org 

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, PLEASE SHARE YOUR STUDENTS’ WORK FROM YOUR REGION WITH THE 
ORGANIZATION, IN ORDER FOR US TO SHOWCASE THE WORK THAT YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS ARE 

CREATING DURING THESE EXTRAORDINARY TIMES. THANK YOU!
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film festival news
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submissions

WE STILL WANT TO SHOWCASE YOUR LESSONS AND YOUR 
STUDENTS’ ARTWORK ! 

Do you have pieces of student media artwork that you would like to be considered for publication in 
the NYSMATA News Digest or on our upcoming NEW website?  Do you have an effective lesson plan 
that you would like to share with educators across the state?  We want to see what you and your 
students are creating.  PLEASE INSPIRE US and AMAZE US!  We know YOU CAN DO IT! 

IMAGE & MEDIA RELEASE FORM REQUIREMENTS for STUDENTS 

Digital File Size & Requirements for Student Artwork: 

Resolution:  300 ppi 
Width (or longest side):  Approximately 7 inches 
File nomenclature: lastname_firstname_title_grade_school.tiff 

NOTE: If your student’s work is HORIZONTAL it may be considered for the cover of our monthly news 
digest.  You will be notified in advance and be asked to provide a short bio and headshot in addition to 
being given a brief questionnaire for you to give to your student to return. 

If selected as a cover image, will will also be asking for the following: 
Short bio: 12 pt. in WORD or Google Docs 
Artist Headshot:  Approximately 3” x 4”, 300 ppi 
Filled-out Questionnaire 

MEDIA RELEASE FORMS can be found here:  
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JsADmYEOsZ1homnzAop0t2eOQmecfrxzkN7HyGv-K48/
edit?usp=sharing 

File nomenclature for the Goggle Form:  lastname_firstname_school_teacher.pdf 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS for TEACHERS 

See the following link for a lesson plan template : https://drive.google.com/file/d/
14ltVg4kB3jN_Xl5EH1hS61BMaFNZ6Gpm/view?usp=sharing 

OR if you would like to write an article about the exciting activities and events you are doing with 
your students in your classroom, feel free to submit that as well. 

PLEASE SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS TO 
  

Stephen Honicki 
stephen.honicki.nysmata@gmail.com  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JsADmYEOsZ1homnzAop0t2eOQmecfrxzkN7HyGv-K48/edit?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ltVg4kB3jN_Xl5EH1hS61BMaFNZ6Gpm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ltVg4kB3jN_Xl5EH1hS61BMaFNZ6Gpm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ltVg4kB3jN_Xl5EH1hS61BMaFNZ6Gpm/view?usp=sharing
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                                                         nysmata mission statement

 The media arts are of critical importance to students, reports NYSMATA, the New York State Media Arts Teachers 
Association, since 1991 the state’s predominant support and resource for instructors of photography, video, film, computer art, 
creative sound, and related media.    

 New media arts learning standards for k-12 students in New York respond to decades-long recognition of the impact that 
visual and aural communication — especially in the mass media, have on young minds.   

 Student media production stimulates creativity, fosters collaboration, integrates language arts skills, and gives students 
personal experience with the vocabulary and technology.    

 The new learning standards specify visual and sound competencies required in the 21st century in addition to traditional 
standards in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and physical education. 

 2020 marks the 6th decade of media arts education in NYS. It began with the first Film/Media Show in May 1969 in 
Syracuse. There were 150 participants. The show featured 8mm animated film, reel-to-reel b/w video, and black and white 
photography.  The next year attracted 300.  Each subsequent year brought more participants and more sophisticated work as the 
technology developed. By 2006 there were six Regional Youth Media Arts Shows: Western, Central, Capitol, Lower-Hudson, New York 
City, and Long Island.  

 Today a network of partnering schools and institutions enables thousands of students and educators to participate; student 
works are state-of-the-art, using digital as well as analog technology.  

 Youth Media Arts Shows often enlist professionals as workshop leaders, presenters, or judges.  The often-daylong events are a 
unique opportunity for students who exhibit work, shoptalk among peers, and learn about career paths in emerging media.  Teachers 
value the recognition, share cross-disciplinary strategies, and exchange best practices.    

 What distinguishes NYSMATA is its diversity and inclusivity.  We consider ourselves an arts organization, but we welcome all 
educators teaching media in NYS schools regardless of their certification area, especially important in smaller school districts without a 
discrete Media Arts Department.  The English teacher who proposes a podcasting class finds a colleague in the Social Studies teacher 
covering her school’s legacy photography elective; the art teacher experimenting with holography finds peer guidance, and the teacher/
video hobbyist tasked with running the school’s TV system finds model curricula.  We also welcome industry professionals, school 
administrators, and parents committed to NYSMATA’s goals: 

 • To bring media arts into the mainstream of elementary and secondary education, recognizing that the                  
media arts are distinct, synthesizing and unifying art forms, important to the development of cognitive and affective growth of young 
people.   

 • To promote research and study in and promote patronage of the media arts.   

 • To encourage cooperation and free interchange of ideas among media artists, teachers, students, cultural       
    organizations and others engaged in all forms of media activities; to hold competitions and exhibitions;            
    to promote the study and improvement of all media art forms; and to establish workshops and conduct         
    lectures.  

 • To foster appreciation of all the media arts by taking part and sponsoring activities having that end in view. 

  

 NYSMATA is the only organization that primarily supports the New York State Summer School of the Media Arts, a 4-week  
 intensive experience in media-making and learning offered by the State Education Dept. since 1975.   NYSMATA publicizes 
 the NYSSSA program, alerts teachers and students, and facilitates application.   
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